A "T \

Declassmed in Part Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/11/20 : CIA- RDP80R01580R001603430002 5
G “J-r‘f

1. I agres with Mr. Nclone's argricnt that the courdss of action
reoumended in the Betretary of Défense’s mumorsndum {of 21 April)} axe
not 1ikely, by themselves, to gain us our préssut dhjectiven.

&, Our limitad bmbing of the Rorth and ar grosent ground
foreé tilld-op in the Bouth wre not likely to extrt sufficient pracsure

b. 1 concur {6 the CIA-DIA.Gtate view of 21 Aprii® that the
large-dcale introduction of T8 ground forces will not initislly caune
the enémy to dack off,

€. T alsd concur i# thée recent intelligente warninge thet
e VC sey seek stie dramatic ocal victories in South Vietnam (e.g.,
| irvestgtrt of Da Nang snit/or Kontim) in the nser future - that 1s,
bafors the US caun sccomplish ¢ large ground fores Mﬂ;@

~{Avtachsd) Nesorangim (Reviced Text), dtatributed ab the 880
- meating of 22 April, which discusses Coiuntst end worlsd redctions
1o the Bacratery of Defenne’s recommended ctHurae,
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4, The envisazed U6 groond fores holding cperation will tuy
tixs for the Amty of the Republic of (Houth) Vietnsm (ANVE), but 4t wil)
£136 give the énemy tins to improve his capsbilities -« incluling the
infilteation of more mits of the “Pecpls’s Amky of North Vietmam" (PAVR)..
Yt {6 & course posaible that the grester US/(
{uvH) uilitery effort on the groms will in tise prove overvholmingly
_ \g £0 tha ensmy. At the ssse time; if our air ettecks sgeinet
the Forth mre confined within the Limits recomended 4n the Geeret

of Defenxe's memorantum, we will in effect be presaing the couflict

on the grovnd where OUF capebilitisn enjoy the leust ctmparative advantage.
In these circgistances .... afid given the mﬁy‘e m resolve and skill
concerring attrition tactice ovar the long-term <~ I am concernsd that

we Will find curseives pinned down; with 1ittle choice left smong

possivle subsequent courwes of action: 1.e., dise at vary high
cost, or brodening the confiict i quantus Jumps..

&, In the ¢vent that; instead, the 1US/OVN effort should begin
£6 wear &own the Viet Cong (VC), I ahire ths 21 April wewd's Judgisot
thst the chainces would be stMedimt better than even thet the "Demperatic
Repudlic of North vietnsm” (IRV) would sesk at 1sast a temporary
political solution, ratuer than leuwrich e major ground invasion,
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2, T feal that Mr. Mclone's recowaanded course of greater alr
setica sgainst the DRV vould entail the following:

. The TNV s, inay view, ulikely t0 éngage in mesningfu)
dlecusniond &% ady tims in coming monthe watil US air éttacks have
Bagun t6 dwisgs or destroy its principal scohomic end militery targets.
1 thus concur with the U5TB's juigkent of 18 February 3065 thet, given
#uck US punishmant, the eneay would be "ecmevhat uore likely” to Gecide
1o sake some effort to secinre a respits, Father then to intensify the
strugele further and accept the coussquent rieks.”

b. Incofsr &5 possidle, we should try to Msnags any Progyea
of expanded boubings in ways vhich (1) wenld leave the DBV an oppomt
to explore nexotistichs withsut complete 1oss of facs, (2) weuld not
yracluds any Sovist pressures Om Haiol to keep the war frow éxpanding,
Hpecifically, it vould probebly be sdvantagscus 4o expand boabings
Artey, nUt berors, acme major raw VO nove (s.8., obvicus concestraticn
oY irminent sttack on Da Nung or Kontum} and afier, mot before, oy

*  gAm 16;3/1%5 "Commnist Resctions to Poisible U3 Cournes of
- Action agatant Worth Vietnen" (snd State dissent).
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curTEst posaibilities of serious negstistions have dewn fully
tasted, And auch bodbings should not be so regular es t6 leave mo
Antervel for the Comnintats to mike concesslois Vith some gracs.

3. In our preocoupetitm with militery astion, we must of course
not itoe sight of the basically politicsl aspect of the wwr. In the
final anwlysis; it can only be von at the SV henlet ievel, s
#1213 thus entail certain measures over sud above greater military
commttutnt and expanded punistmant of the TV, The sost deperative
of thesd dre:

&, Creating effective sdsinistritive, polics; and locel
defenns instiumamtalitios at the hamlet level,

b,

feking U8 and (VH military sesmous support e growth
of indigencus civilian political muthority snd mérve legitisste locel
urd nationa) wspirations,

o, Bupending such political, econtmic, and sociological
efforts as will close thé pap between Balgon govertsents and the

South Vistnimese popuistion.
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